Call an Attorney Immediately After a Car Accident in Los Angeles

Fast action after a crash can preserve evidence and strengthen your claim

Time is not on your side after a car accident in Los Angeles. From traffic congestion and delays
in police response to quickly disappearing evidence, the longer you wait, the harder it becomes
to build a strong case. An attorney can step in right away, ensuring that the scene is
documented, witnesses are interviewed, and key evidence is preserved before it’s too late.
Acting quickly with the help of a lawyer can strengthen car accident claims and help secure the
compensation injured crash victims deserve.

Car accidents happen every day on the busy streets of Los Angeles. The moments after a crash
can feel chaotic. Between the shock, injuries, and damage, it’s easy to overlook what might be
one of the most important steps: contacting an attorney right away. Many accident victims
don’t realize that getting legal advice as soon as possible can have a significant impact on their
ability to recover full compensation. Early intervention helps protect rights, preserves
important evidence, and sets victims and their families on the path to filing successful claims.

How delays can weaken car accident claims

Delays after a car accident often lead to problems that can undermine cases. While it’s
tempting to handle things on your own, doing so without proper legal guidance can have
unintended consequences. Here are common issues caused by waiting too long:

e Loss of key evidence: Photos of the accident scene, dashcam footage, and eyewitness
statements are all time-sensitive pieces of evidence. If there is a delay, this evidence can
be lost, destroyed, or become less reliable.

e Insurance tactics: Insurance companies may use hesitation against victims, arguing that
their injuries weren’t serious if they didn’t seek legal or medical help immediately.

e Missed deadlines: California has strict deadlines for reporting accidents and filing
claims. Missing these can jeopardize the ability to pursue compensation.

These pitfalls can make an already stressful process even harder. An attorney knows what to
look for and can act swiftly to ensure these common problems don’t derail a case.

Protecting the rights of victims and avoiding common pitfalls

In the hours and days following a car accident, insurance companies may try to contact injured
crash victims with offers or requests for statements. This isn’t a sign of goodwill — it’s a strategy
designed to settle the claim for as little money as possible. Without legal representation,
victims risk accepting lowball offers or unknowingly damaging their own cases. An attorney can
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handle these interactions, protecting victims’ rights and preventing mistakes that could cost
them thousands in compensation. Common mistakes that can hurt a car accident case include:

e Accepting the first settlement offer: The first offer is rarely the best. Insurance
companies often try to settle quickly, hoping victims accept less than they deserve.

e Giving a recorded statement: Anything you say can be used against you. Providing a
recorded statement without a lawyer’s guidance can inadvertently harm a case.

e Skipping medical appointments: Failing to get prompt medical care or follow up on
treatment can give the insurance company grounds to argue that the injuries aren’t
serious.

e Underestimating damages: It’s hard to know the full extent of injuries and financial
losses early on. Many people settle too soon, only to realize later that their expenses far
exceed the compensation they received.

These mistakes can severely limit the amount recovered. Consulting with a lawyer early on can
help avoid these errors and keep claims on track.

Building a strong claim from the start

Car accident claims in Los Angeles can be complex, involving issues of fault, liability, and proving
negligence. An attorney experienced with local car accident cases understands the challenges
and knows how to build a strong case from day one. From consulting experts to reconstructing
the accident and collecting detailed medical records, a lawyer can gather the evidence needed
to prove a claim. This proactive approach can make all the difference in whether the case is
successful.

Recovering compensation after a car accident is about more than just paying off medical bills.
Victims often face lasting pain, lost income, and emotional trauma that deserve fair
compensation. Unfortunately, insurance companies are skilled at minimizing payouts, often
offering settlements that fall far short of what victims truly need. An attorney can negotiate
aggressively on an injured victim’s behalf, drawing on their experience with similar cases in Los
Angeles to push for a fair and full settlement. Types of available compensation may include:

e Maedical expenses: This includes current and future medical bills related to injuries, from
emergency care to ongoing treatment.

e Lost wages: If injuries prevent a person from working, they may be compensated for
lost income, as well as reduced earning capacity if they can no longer work at the same
level.

e Pain and suffering: Physical pain and emotional distress can have a significant impact on
an individual’s quality of life. Compensation can help address these non-economic
damages.



An experienced lawyer can evaluate a car accident claim, determine the full value of damages,
and fight to ensure victims receive what they’re owed.

Don’t wait — seek legal help without delay after an LA car accident

When you’ve been in a car accident in Los Angeles, it’s natural to feel overwhelmed and unsure
of your next steps. It’s easy to make errors after a crash, especially if you're dealing with pain
and stress. Many victims unknowingly harm their case because they don’t realize the impact of
their actions. But taking action quickly and seeking legal guidance can make all the difference.

From preserving evidence and protecting your rights to negotiating a fair settlement, an
experienced attorney can handle the heavy lifting and guide you toward the best possible
outcome. Don’t risk your recovery by trying to handle everything on your own. Get the help you
need and deserve as soon as possible. If you’ve been in a car accident in Los Angeles, contact
Oaks Law Firm for a free consultation, our no-fee-unless-you-win guarantee, and to learn the

real value of your case. Get the strong legal support you need to fight for full compensation.
Contact us today.

“I felt like they genuinely cared about my well-being and the outcome of my case. In the end,
Oaks Law Firm achieved a favorable result that exceeded my expectations.” - J.P
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